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This chapter presents a vision and guiding principles for 
the Sustainable Santa Cruz County Plan. These guiding 
principles are a statement of core community values to 
guide land use, transportation decisions, and 
conservation in Santa Cruz County. The guiding 
principles served as the touchstones for the preparation 
of the Plan as they help to define the community’s special 
identity and aspirations for the future. 

The vision statement and guiding principles were 
prepared based on public input from a series of 
community workshops in October of 2012. At this 
workshop, participants described their vision for the future 
of the county and discussed the following questions: 

1. What does sustainability mean to you, relating to 
concepts such as environment, equity, and 
economy? 

2. What are the ways that we can become more 
sustainable in Santa Cruz County? 

3. Of the ways to achieve more sustainable 
communities identified in the prior conversations, 
which ideas are most important for Santa Cruz 
County?  

Following the community workshops, the County drafted 
guiding principles and a vision statement based on 
responses to these questions. The guiding principles and 
vision were reviewed by the Advisory Group and Planning 
Commission on December 12, 2012 and approved by the 
Board of Supervisors on February 12, 2013. 

 
 

Visioning Workshop small group discussion (top) and card with
ideas for promoting sustainable development in Santa Cruz
County (bottom) 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The follow principles were used to guide the preparation 
of the Transit Corridors Plan for Sustainable Communities 
in Santa Cruz County.  

• Focused Development. When market demand 
stimulates new commercial, residential, office, or 
retail activity, encourage those new uses to use 
land efficiently. New development should be 
compact, located primarily within existing urban 
areas, and should feature a mixture of uses and 
development intensities that support transportation 
choices including transit, cycling, walking, and 
carpools, and to the extent possible, promote the 
fiscal sustainability of the area. 

• Transportation Choices. Develop safe, reliable, 
and efficient transportation choices to improve air 
quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
promote public health, and enhance quality of life. 
Recognize that specific strategies to promote 
transportation alternatives will vary depending on 

the unique characteristics of different places. 

• Open Space and Resource Preservation. 
Preserve the County’s unique natural resources 
and habitats by carefully managing new 
development outside the urban and rural services 
line. Inside the urban and rural services line, 
promote the reuse of existing structures or 
developed land, and ensure that open spaces and 
parks are protected, accessible, and open to all 
County residents.  

• Unique Community Character. Enhance the 
unique characteristics of communities by investing 
in healthy, safe, attractive, and walkable 
neighborhoods and efficient transportation choices 
between communities. Focus County investment 
within existing communities to increase community 
vitality, provide infrastructure efficiently, increase 
mobility, and promote social connections while 
protecting open space and existing community 
assets.  

Santa Cruz Metro bus, Cabrillo
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• Economic Vitality. Support locally owned 
businesses that bind the community together and 
new businesses that generate environmentally 
friendly, well-paying jobs and local economic 
prosperity. Encourage businesses that generate 
tax revenue such as hotels that generate transient 
occupancy tax, enterprises that generate sales tax, 
and manufacturing and other basic productive 

economic developments that create demand for 
indirect supportive economic activity, so that 
important services such as police, fire, community 
services and a social safety net can continue to be 
provided to residents. Support efforts to train and 
prepare County residents to occupy locally 
available jobs. Ensure that County regulations 
encourage private investment and allow for 
economically feasible development projects 
consistent with sustainability goals.  

• Housing Options. Expand housing choices for 
people of all ages and incomes to lower the 
combined cost of housing and transportation and 
to promote diversity in terms of age, income, and 
family size throughout the County. Recognize that 
many factors including economic feasibility affect 
the provision of housing choices. 

• Inclusive Decision-Making. Encourage 
community and stakeholder involvement in 
planning and decision-making. Ensure that 

Congregational Church of Soquel 

Medical Offices, Dominican Hospital 
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planning decisions are predictable, fair, forward 
thinking, and cost-effective. Reform the project 
review process to encourage high-quality infill 
development and reduce unnecessary uncertainty 
and expense.  

• Governmental Coordination. Align policies and 
funding among local, County, regional, and State 
governmental agencies, including schools and 
colleges. Remove barriers to collaboration, 
leverage funding, improve local control over local 
resources, and increase the effectiveness of all 
levels of government that impact growth and 
development in Santa Cruz County. Improve 
financial sustainability of city and county 
governments, especially given the loss of 
redevelopment financing for local projects. 

• Fiscal Sustainability. Recognize that there is a 
significant gap between the level of governmental 
revenue that is generated by the existing land use 
pattern in Santa Cruz County and the level that is 
needed to sustainably fund necessary public 
facilities and services. Promote development 
patterns and specific land uses that generate 
revenues to provide the infrastructure and services 
necessary for thriving communities. Recognize 
that economic development projects help fiscal 
health by generating revenues that enable high 
quality public services.  

  

  


